
Category #29:
Cleaning products should be non-combustible below 150 degrees F.

State Response:  
This is a stated criterion in the OGS guidelines. Canada’s Environmental Choice allows a flash point above 
61degrees C (142 degrees F).  According to Green Seal criterion, undiluted products are not to be 
combustible and the product or product ingredients should have a flashpoint above 150degrees F, as tested 
using ASTM or ISO test methods.

Frequently Asked Public Comment:

Not Combustible Below 150ºF

--Should not be combustible below 150ºF (Apply to Tier I Products). 
(Deirdre Imus, Founder and President, The Deirdre Imus Environmental Center for Pediatric Oncology, 
Hackensack University Medical Center, The David Joseph Jurist Research Center For Tomorrows Children, 
Hackensack, NJ 07601)

--Under Section II: Characteristics of Green Cleaning Products:
5.  Add “flammable” (flash point > 140°F) - this is a criteria in the Green Seal draft “Environmental 
Standard for Cleaning Services” for environmentally preferable cleaning products, supplies and 
equipment.

(Katherine Kelleher of (NYSUT) NYS United Teachers)

--For specifications regarding Characteristics of Green Cleaning Products, (Section II of the proposal), we 
urge that the following additional criteria be added*:

The product shall be non flammable (see GS-37 standard for combustibility).
* See Healthy Schools Network’s Guide to Healthier Cleaning and Maintenance: Practices and Policies for 
Schools, page 5.
(Stephen J. Boese, New York State Director, Healthy Schools Network, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
Dist. II, American Lung Association of NYC, American Lung Association of NYS, The Association of New 
York City Education Councils, Campaign for Healthy Children, Citizens Environmental Coalition, Citizens 
For A Clean Environment, Community Health and Environment Coalition, Environmental Advocates of 
NY, For a Better Bronx, Grassroots Environmental Education, INFORM, Inc., Learning Disabilities 
Association of NYS, Learning Disabilities Association WNY, National Resources Defense Council, NEA 
of New York, New York Committee for Occupational Health and Safety, Toxic Waste Lupus Coalition, 
WEACT for Environmental Justice, Wellness in the Schools Inc., Jacquelyn Kamin, Community Affairs 
Director of Opportunity Charter School, Philip J. Landrigan, MD, MSc, Professor and Chairman of 
Department of Community &  Preventive Medicine Mount Sinai  School of Medicine, Connecticut 
Foundation for Environmentally Safe Schools, Health Schools Campaign, Chicago IL, Healthy Children 
Organizing Project, San Francisco, Ca., and NEA Healthy Schools Caucus) 


